PREFACE
a help in fighting. If all Communists become religious
fanatics, while supporters of capitalism retain a sceptical
temper, it may be assumed that the Communists will
win, while in the contrary case the capitalists would
win. It seems evident, from the attitude of the capitalist
world to Soviet Russia, of the Entente to the Central
Empires, and of England to Ireland and India, that
there is no depth of cruelty, perfidy or brutality from
which the present holders of power will shrink when
they feel themselves threatened. If, in order to oust
them, nothing short of religious fanaticism will serve,
it Is they who are the prime sources of the resultant
evil. And it is permissible to hope that, when they have
been dis-possessed, fanaticism will fade, as other
fanaticisms have faded in the past.
The present holders of power are evil men, and the
present manner of life is doomed. To make the transi-
tion with a minimum of bloodshed, with a maximum
of preservation of whatever has value in our existing
civilization, is a difficult problem. It is this problem
which has chiefly occupied my mind in writing the
following pages. I wish I could think that its solution
would be facilitated by some slight degree of moderation
and humane feeling on the part of those who enjoy
unjust privileges in the world as it is.
The present work is the outcome of a visit to Russia,
supplemented by much reading and discussion both
before and after. I have thought it best to record what
I saw separately from theoretical considerations, and I
have endeavoured to state my impressions without any
bias for or against the Bolsheviks. I received at their
hands the greatest kindness and courtesy, and I owe
them a debt of gratitude for the perfect freedom which
they allowed me in my investigations. I am conscious
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